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(b) a protein encoded by a DNA^tbafhybridizes with a DNA comprising 
the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID£J0fl 

(c) a proteia-tSomprising the amino acid sequence of any one of SEQ ID 

iNOs: 2 to 4* 
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# A Jt DNA encoding the protein of claim^. 



A vector into which the DNA of claim jfis inserted. 
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A method for producing a protein, wherein said method comprises 
the steps of culturing a host cell containing the DNA of claim/J, and collecting from the 
cell or its culture supernatant, a recombinant protein expressed from the DNA within the 
cell. 



8. An antibody again§Wheprotein of claim 2. 
A partial peptide of the protein of claim 2. 




11. A method for screening a compound th^t binds to the protein of" 
claim 2, comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting a test sampl^^ith the protein or a partial peptide 

thereof, 

(b) detecting Ifortfinding activity between the test sample and the 
protein or the partial peptide tljer^of, and 

(c>4electing a compound that has an activity to bind to the protein 
or the partial peptide'mereof. 

12. A compound that binds to the protein of claim 2. 
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14. A method for screening a compound that promotes or inhibits the . 
peptidase activity of the protein of claim 2, comprising the steps of: 

(a) contgctiyg the protein of claim 2 with its substrate in the 
presence of a test sample, 

(b) delscjfiffg the cleavage of the substrate, and 

(c) selecting a compound comprising the activity to increase or 
decrease substrate cleavage caused by the protein of claim 2, in comparison to the 
cleavage in the absence of me test sample (control). 
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1 6. A comgpjufltfcomprising the activity to promote or inhibit 
peptidase activity of th^protein of claim 2. 

17. The comp^upty of claim 16, wherein said compound is isolated by 
the method of claim 14. 
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^ ^ l^f An Ap production regulator, comprising the protein of claim/ 
an active ingredient. 



^ A drug for treating a disease th^t^uses accumulation of Ap in the 
brain, wherein said drug comprises the protein of claim i as an active ingredient. 
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21. An Ap\production regulator, comprising a compound of claim 1 2 
as an active ingredient. 

22. A drug forVreating a disease that causes accumulation of Ap in the 
brain, comprising a compound of olaim 12 as an active ingredient. 
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. /) I 2^. A kit fOTjpreening a compound that promotes or inhibits pegtMase 



activity of the protein of claim ^, wherein said kit comprises the protein of claim 



